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Edintore Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund

The Community Fund is made available by the wind farm developers Koehler and the Edintore Wind Farm Ltd. The six round of funding was awarded in November 2023. Interest in the fund was high and once again, all grant funds for the year were awarded in a single round.

Twelve applications totalling £140,794.58 were received, nine from the primary area of benefit and three from the secondary area of benefit. The available grant was £64,600 and the fund balance as per 1st November was £109,511.43. 

Nine applicants were awarded full grant funding and two were declined and given advice. One project was partially funded. Grants totalling £107,208.44 were awarded in this round leaving £2,301.99 in the fund’s balance. 



Successful applicants

St Andrews Kirk 						£12,239.82

Keith & District Sports Development			£7500.00

Keith’s Mens Shed	 					£3,143.00

Keith in Flower						£4,400.00

Keith Christmas Lights					£33,000.00

REAP								£11,766.80

Newmill Hall Committee					£2,000.00

Keith Golf Club						£10,000.00 

Glass community Hall					£23,158.82

TOTAL FUNDS						£107,208.44	


St Andrew’s Kirk – Creating toilet & kitchen facility
Glass has a vibrant community; the church is used by the local community for school carol services and Christmas carol services with attendance up to 200 people. The community research centre being set up in the building, links closely to ancestor research carried out by locals and visitors alike both online and by people exploring the many abandoned ruins of crofts and farm buildings to be found in the area.
The charity applied for a grant from Edintore as they wanted to improve the facilities at the Kirk. At the time of applying there was no toilet or washing facilities in the building and users such as congregations at weddings and funerals must rely upon the kindness of neighbours. The church owns only a very small patch of land by the steps. A water supply to the church is available but not connected.
This award enabled the continuation of the project which was part funded by the Cairnie Glass community trust.
‘Thank you to the Edintore Community Benefit Fund.’
[image: ][image: ]

Keith & District Sport Development – Youth Football
[image: ][image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_d2HImJ2o]Keith & District Sports Development are a community-led club coordinated by volunteers, who help out not just with the football side of things but in administration, making refreshments and cakes. Helping the club to have a safe and welcoming environment for the players, to be active and spend time outdoors with their friends. Many of the club’s coaches once trained as child members in Keith, before graduating out to the adult leagues. This demonstrates the value of providing a great experience to today’s child membership. By providing access to good quality equipment and a club with a strong sense of community, we are hopefully laying the foundations for a lifetime of healthy activity and teammates who’ll be their pals for many years to come. Your grant is a big part in making that happen – thank you very much.
‘Heartfelt thanks to you all for providing funds which were used to support youth football in Keith and the surrounding area’
Keith & District Mens Shed - Provision of flooring & floorcovering
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

Having been successful in gaining funding from Edintore Community Benefit Fund, Keith & District Men’s Shed is delighted to report that the ‘Hobbies Room’ is now fully complete and ready for use.  The structural element of the work was completed by members of KDMS who gave some 200 hours of their time and expertise to the task, whilst the floorcoverings were provided and installed by a local flooring company who provided one day’s labour free of charge.
Keith & District Men’s Shed are currently awaiting planning approval to allow them to start using the main premises at Seafield Park. However, it is hoped that the Hobbies room will be operational and in use in a very short time allowing us to use it for a variety of interests including art and crafts, music and table games. 
‘On behalf of the Keith & District Men’s Shed they wish to record their sincere appreciation for the ongoing contributions made by the Edintore Community Benefit Fund in furtherance of the aims of our organisation’.
Keith in Flower – Workshop & store repair phase 2[image: ] For a number of years, Keith Community Council has been sharing the old 'green sheds' at Seafield Park with Keith Show. The 'sheds' are regularly used as our community workshop as well as storage. In December of 2023, they identified the need to carry out significant repairs to the building to ensure its future. With all groups using the building being voluntary run, they decided to apply for assistance from the Hill of Towie Community Benefit Fund in April 2023 for 'Phase 1 ' and the Edintore Community Benefit fund in August 2023 for 'Phase 2.’ Phase 2 of the project was to replace the front of the building's tin work, doors and timbers. They were delighted to hear that Keith in Flower, was successful in the application of E4,400 from the Edintore Community Benefit fund for phase 2 of the project. 
‘We'd like to send a huge thank you to the panel members of the community fund and Koehler for supporting our project. Without this support, the building would have been left to ruin.’
Keith Christmas Lights – Purchase of access & lifting equipment
Historically, Festive lighting in Keith had been very limited. In 2019 Keith Christmas Lights committee were able to increase their committee dramatically, enabling them to repair damaged lights and take everything down for storage when not in use. Borrowing machinery to assist with this project became particularly difficult at times, when the committee had to work around machine availability, which wasn't always practical. There was also an issue with insuring machines with various ones were being borrowed.
They decided to apply to the Edintore Community Benefit fund for assistance in purchasing their own machine and were delighted that in September of 2023, the decision-making panel granted them £33,000.

[image: ]Through a local contact, they were able to find a machine in the Stonehaven area which fitted the criteria, although over budget. The machine was delivered, insured and put straight to use installing their remaining lights before their switch on, on 2nd December. Having the correct machine made the installation process of the lights much safer and quicker than it had been previously. They also used the machine with bucket to process the last of the Keith in Flower waste, tidying up the tubs around the town. Over the Christmas holiday period, some of their team completed some maintenance on the machine - replacing the glass on the roof which had previously leaked, touched up some paintwork and installed some extra work lights. The machine assisted greatly with the take down and storage of the Christmas lights, managing to complete in record time with the committee feeling much safer. It's also been commented how much the machine has reduced heavy lifting already.
‘We'd like to pass on huge thanks to the Edintore team for their support on our equipment — our volunteers are extremely grateful of the physical load being lightened.’
REAP – Moray energy action project
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ][image: ]

REAP was awarded £11,766.80 by the Edintore Windfarm Community Benefit Fund in 2023. 
The funds were used to purchase a thermal camera and a shredder. 
The thermal camera is an essential tool for our energy advisors during home visits as it helps in assessing heat loss. It can identify signs of heat and energy loss in homes, such as poor insulation, gaps in cavity walls, or inefficient appliances. The camera provides a visual picture of where energy is being lost, and addressing these issues early can lead to lower energy bills. 
The shredder has been extremely useful in the office and is utilised by all REAP staff members. It is crucial for our charity to comply with GDPR by safely and quickly shredding our clients’ confidential documents. 
‘We are grateful to the Edintore Windfarm Community Benefit Fund for their support. Thank you once again.’
Newmill Hall Committee – New fire door
The Newmill Hall Committee applied for funding to replace a door in the building that had become rotten and could be easily broken into. The committee is a small group that meets once a month to run the hall, making it available for the whole village to use. The hall hosts nursery children daily and is regularly used by mothers, toddlers, school children, and other members of the community. The door needed to be replaced not only for safety reasons but also because it was required to meet fire safety regulations. 
The Newmill Hall committee said, ‘We are pleased to say that the fire door has been replaced by a lovely new fire door. This has helped make the hall more secure as the old 1 was falling to pieces. This has also made the hall warmer, so all the users are going to see the advantages of the new door as the colder days come on.  The new door also makes the hall look more inviting as it's not falling to pieces. On behalf of the committee, we can only but thank the community fund for giving us this opportunity.’
[image: ][image: ]

Keith Golf Club – Utility Sprayer
[image: ]
The funds from Edintore Wind Farm were used to buy a John Deere Pro Gator with sprayer attachment. The John Deere Pro Gator with sprayer attachment has been an immense benefit to Keith Golf Club. With the larger size of tank and larger booms compared to our previous sprayer, the time it takes to go spraying has been halved. It is also much more intuitive and simpler to use than our previous sprayer.

Glass Community Hall – Energy efficiency project
[bookmark: _Int_7sBn1Fjp]The Glass Community Association has undertaken an ambitious renovation and upgrading 
[bookmark: _Int_55eVolvr]programme in order to improve and stabilise the facilities at Glass Hall. This was in response 
[bookmark: _Int_QOXemGqx]to various community surveys over the years, which have called for better conditions at Glass 
[bookmark: _Int_6rVOjPZY][bookmark: _Int_ShLYOtlE]Hall. The association had already raised more than £200,000 towards the energy efficiency project They requested funding from Edintore to complete specific projects within the main energy efficiency project.
Rachael Ashley of the Glass Community Association says,’ The Community of Glass would like to say a big thank you to Edintore Community  Benefit Fund for funding essential improvements to Glass Hall, such as the landscaping of an accessibility ramp for the front entrance of the building and the installation of a fire safety & alarm system, which will protect all the hall users. The fund also gave the preliminary funding for our new and now completed kitchen and bathroom extension, which is a wonderful addition and really future-proofs the Hall. The residents of Glass meet at the Hall also everyday for some activity, which brings such a disparate community together.’

[image: ][image: ]




Application process and support

Application forms and guidance notes are available for download on the REAP website (www.reapscotland.org.uk) and hard copies are available on request. REAP staff are available to provide support or answer questions about the application process or forms.

Successful applicants are required to complete an end of grant report itemising grant fund spend, provide supporting evidence, and confirm the grant has been spent per their application. We also like to see photographs of the projects to add to the annual report.
Details of grants awarded award reports and minutes of decision-making meetings are available online on the REAP website.
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